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The north side of the building is the main entrance.  On the central portion of this elevation are three garage doors, sheltered by an overhang, that serve the fire trucks.  West of 
this is a single entry door leading to the central interior garage portion of the station.  A western wing extends north, and on its northern end are four vertical, metal-framed 
windows.  On the west elevation is the hose tower, two windows and a single door.  North of the tower the facade is recessed and is lined with a long row of windows beneath an 
overhang.  The south wall contains another garage door with concrete block supporting walls.  The north end contains a row of windows from the kitchen and living areas.  Inside 
the building is a open garage area, offices on the west wing, and kitchen and living areas on the east wing.  The southern area appears to be used for storage and HVAC 
equipment. 

The 3709-A Fire Station has an irregular plan, and different sections of the building have varying roof heights.  The roof over the main building portion is built-up over metal 
decking and lightweight concrete.  The roofing on the hose tower is built-up roofing over cast-in-place reinforced concrete.  The building measures 8,350 gross square feet.  This 
building has undergone no major changes to its physical appearance.  

The 3709-A Fire Station building was built in 1964 as a replacement for the original fire station building 3709.  The function of 3709-A is to house and support the equipment 
and personnel necessary to fight fires on the Hanford Site.  The facility was manned 24 hours a day, 7 days per week by rotating fire fighting platoons consisting of two officers 
and six firefighters.  The facility was equipped with three 750 gallons per minute pumpers, two 1250 gallon tankers, one rescue truck and one dry chemical truck.  Ninety-five 
percent of the 300 Area buildings contained automatic fire detections and signal transmissions to the 3709-A Fire Station.  The water supply for the fire station came from two 
sources via underground mains.  One source was the filtered water plant; most of the 300 Area facilities drew water from this source.  The second source was storage tanks 
which had access to two waterlines from the City of Richland in case of the need for backup water.  The facility is still in operation.

This fire station was the only fire control center in the 300 Area and a necessity for immediate response to protect the safety and health of employees, equipment, and facilities 
in this area.  It is therefore the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that Building 3709-A is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 
A as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.


